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shoulder the debt of a big government 
that routinely spends outside of its 
means. It is unacceptable that Ameri-
cans must work at least 5 months of 
the year just to pay their taxes. 

While taxes have continued to 
mount, so, too, has the Tax Code. 
Growing more complex, the Tax Code 
now totals nearly 3,000 pages. Mr. 
Speaker, the tax burden on our Amer-
ican families is out of control. 

Since gaining the majority in 1994, 
this Congress has continued working to 
put more money back in the pockets of 
hardworking Americans. We balanced 
the Federal budget. We passed the first 
tax relief in 16 years, and now we have 
the first budget surplus in generations. 
Today, the current tax rate is between 
1.2 and 2 percent lower than just 2 
years ago. Now it is time, Mr. Speaker, 
to build upon that momentum. 

Mr. Speaker, I have supported legis-
lation to abolish the current Tax Code 
in hopes of establishing a flat tax or a 
national sales tax. In addition, I sup-
ported legislation to abolish some of 
the most outrageous and unfair taxes 
in our American families, like the 
death tax, marriage tax, and capital 
gains tax. Personally, I have intro-
duced legislation to offer a tax credit 
for our military personnel. 

Mr. Speaker, the Republican Con-
gress continues to prove to the Amer-
ican people its commitments to lower 
taxes. But we cannot stop now. Lower 
taxes always should be a top priority. 
That requires cooperation between 
Congress and the administration. 

This Congress and Congresses of the 
future must always remember that this 
money belongs to the people, and we 
must make every effort to return it to 
the people. 

I hope that the next person elected to 
serve as President of the United States 
makes a commitment to simplify the 
Tax Code to ensure its fairness for the 
citizens of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, today we observe Tax 
Freedom Day. Let us now continue 
working to make sure that next year 
Tax Freedom Day falls on a day we can 
all celebrate.

f 

TURKISH-KURDISH CONFLICT 
MUST BE RESOLVED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized 
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, as our 
military campaign in the Balkans con-
tinues, with the noble goal of stopping 
the ethnic cleansing that the dictator 
Milosevic has perpetrated against the 
Kosovar Albanian people, another simi-
lar atrocity continues to be per-
petrated in the mountains of eastern 
Turkey against the Kurdish people. 

There is a crucial difference between 
the situations in Kosovo and in 

Kurdistan. In the case of Kosovo, the 
forces of NATO are being used to stop 
the murderous rampage unleashed by 
Milosevic. But the Turkish regime that 
is responsible for the war against the 
Kurds is actually a member of NATO. 

Unfortunately, because Turkey is 
viewed as a strategic ally of the U.S. 
and the West, the plight of the Kurds 
in Turkey has not been given adequate 
attention by the United States. In fact, 
Mr. Speaker, we may actually be con-
tributing to the oppression of the 
Kurds. 

The issue of Turkey’s war on the 
Kurds and American support for Tur-
key was brought into sharp focus ear-
lier this year with the apprehension of 
Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the 
Kurdish independence movement. Mr. 
Ocalan has been fighting for autonomy 
for the Kurdish people, who are the vic-
tims of oppression by Turkey as well as 
Iraq, Iran and Syria. 

Mr. Speaker, the Turkish regime re-
fuses to even acknowledge the Kurds’ 
existence, referring to them as ‘‘moun-
tain Turks’’, prohibiting all expression 
of Kurdish culture and language in an 
effort to forcibly assimilate them, 
while jailing, torturing, and killing 
Kurdish leaders.

It is true that the Kurdish communities in 
Iraq, Iran and Syria also suffer terribly, and we 
should keep in mind the fate of the Kurds in 
those countries—indeed, the U.S.-led Oper-
ation Provide Comfort in Northern Iraq is an 
action we can all be proud of. But, frankly, we 
tend to expect egregious human rights viola-
tions to occur under the Iraqi, Iranian and Syr-
ian regimes. Turkey, on the other hand, is a 
member of NATO, touted as a democracy, a 
participant in Operation Allied Force. Turkey 
has received over the years millions of dollars 
in economic and, especially, military assist-
ance courtesy of the American taxpayer. We 
have a right to expect better, and Turkey, as 
a member of NATO and a candidate for the 
European Union has an obligation to do bet-
ter. 

Furthermore, the mistreatment of the Kurd-
ish population of Turkey is not the only exam-
ple of Turkey’s blatant violation of American 
values, ideals or interests. The continued oc-
cupation of Northern Cyprus and the blockade 
against Armenia are two other glaring exam-
ples where Turkey pursues the kind of policies 
that we should not accept from any nation, but 
particularly one of our allies.

Mr. Speaker, I was appalled when it 
was reported that American intel-
ligence and diplomatic services actu-
ally helped a Turkish commando team 
to capture Mr. Ocalan in Kenya in Feb-
ruary of this year. This shameful col-
laboration with Turkey has resulted in 
Mr. Ocalan being held in solitary con-
finement on an island prison in Tur-
key. He will be tried in a secret mili-
tary-type court with no jury and no 
foreign observers. 

The prosecutors are seeking the 
death penalty. There is little hope that 
Mr. Ocalan will receive a fair trial. In 
fact, the debate in the Turkish press is 

not about whether he will get a fair 
trial but rather when he will be exe-
cuted. 

According to a recent report by Am-
nesty International, Mr. Ocalan’s de-
fense lawyers are routinely beaten and 
harassed by Turkish police. The police 
have even tried to incite public riots 
against the defense team. The lawyers 
and their families have received tele-
phone threats. 

I should point out that this is in vio-
lation of the United Nations Basic 
Principles on the Role of Lawyers, 
which states that lawyers shall not be 
identified with their clients or their 
clients’ causes as a result of dis-
charging their functions. 

In the United States and in other 
countries where the rule of law is re-
spected, we believe that everyone, even 
the most unpopular defendants, has a 
right to a fair trial. There is no place 
for a lynch mob mentality. 

After 3 months in solitary confine-
ment, denied proper access to his law-
yers and being constantly guarded by 
armed soldiers wearing ski masks, Mr. 
Ocalan may be suffering a psycho-
logical breakdown. All of his meetings 
with his lawyers are monitored. It is 
quite possible that he has been sub-
jected to torture. 

But if Turkey does go ahead and 
hang Mr. Ocalan, the result would be to 
create a martyr for the Kurdish people 
and to unleash an all-out civil war that 
would be disastrous for all the people 
of the region, both Turks and Kurds. 
Such an outcome is not in anyone’s in-
terests, not that of Turkey, not the 
Kurdish people, not the neighboring 
countries, certainly not the United 
States. 

Mr. Speaker, in order to encourage 
the U.S. Government to play a con-
structive role in heading off a crisis in 
Turkey, my colleague, the gentleman 
from California (Mr. FILNER), and I will 
be circulating a letter this week asking 
our colleagues to sign a letter to Presi-
dent Clinton urging his intervention, 
to implore that the Turkish authori-
ties show some basic fairness in trying 
Mr. Ocalan and to spare his life. 

The government of Turkey’s 
undeclared war on the Kurds has 
claimed close to 40,000 lives and caused 
more than 3 million people to become 
refugees. Before his arrest, Mr. Ocalan 
had announced that he was ready to re-
nounce violence and negotiate, but 
Turkey did not even consider the re-
quest. Even worse, Mr. Speaker, the 
United States did not encourage such 
negotiations to begin. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my belief that it 
would be more appropriate to have an 
International Tribunal prosecute Mr. 
Ocalan since Turkey is at war with the 
Kurds and cannot be expected to con-
duct a fair trial. Seeking a fair trial for 
Mr. Ocalan should be the first step in 
our efforts to press Turkey to enter 
into negotiations to achieve a political 
solution to this tragic struggle. 
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What is truly tragic about the con-

flict between the Turkish regime and 
the Kurdish people is that the Turkish 
and Kurdish people have not always 
lived in conflict. There is hope that 
reconciliation could occur but only if 
the Turkish authorities recognize the 
rights and distinct identity of the 
Kurds and finally halt their goal of 
controlling and conquering the Kurds.

f 

TAX FREEDOM DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
UPTON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 19, 1999, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SAM JOHN-
SON) is recognized during morning hour 
debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to wish all Americans 
a happy Tax Freedom Day. Americans 
are now free from the Federal shackles 
on their income. And, this year, all 
American citizens worked for the gov-
ernment longer than in any previous 
year. 

Today Americans start working for 
themselves and not the Federal Gov-
ernment. Starting today, the money all 
Americans earn goes to their families 
rather than the Washington bureauc-
racy. 

This government is taking too much 
money out of our pockets. In fact, the 
average American will spend nearly 3 
hours of each 8-hour working day just 
to pay taxes. Most of the time, almost 
2 hours, will be spent working to pay 
Federal tax; and the remainder, 54 min-
utes, will be spent working to pay 
State and local taxes. 

For too long the Federal Government 
has increased taxes on our businesses, 
our seniors, our families, our children. 
We need to take our money away from 
the Federal Government, away from 
the bureaucrats and give it back to the 
American people. After all, American 
workers have earned it. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle believe all working Ameri-
cans’ money belongs to the Federal 
Government. I disagree. It is the 
money of all those hard-working Amer-
icans; and Americans want, need and 
deserve a refund now. 

Let us help America. Let us give the 
people what they deserve: tax relief 
that is long overdue.

f 

SECURITY FAILURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, in a 
press conference in March of this year, 
the President was asked, ‘‘Can you as-
sure the American people that under 
your watch no valuable nuclear secrets 
were lost?’’ The President answered, 
‘‘Can I tell you that there has been no 

espionage at the lab since I have been 
President? I can tell you that no one 
has reported to me that they suspect 
such a thing has occurred.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on May 3, The New 
York Times reported a secret report 
was given to top Clinton administra-
tion officials, including the National 
Security Adviser Samuel Berger, in No-
vember of 1998 that warned, ‘‘China 
posed an acute intelligence threat to 
our government’s nuclear weapons lab-
oratory and that computer systems at 
the labs were being constantly pene-
trated by outsiders.’’ 

If the President stated in a press con-
ference not more than 2 months ago 
that, ‘‘no one has reported to me that 
they suspect such a thing’’, while the 
top national security adviser in the 
Clinton administration received a clas-
sified report about Chinese espionage 
just 6 months ago, are we to assume 
that the President was never briefed 
upon this report? 

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson ac-
knowledged on Meet the Press this past 
Sunday that, ‘‘There have been dam-
aging security leaks.’’ Obviously, Na-
tional Security Adviser Samuel Berger 
was aware of the security leaks of the 
intelligence report warning the admin-
istration. 

What is the truth, Mr. Speaker? The 
administration cannot have it both 
ways. Either Mr. Berger failed in his 
responsibility of notifying the Presi-
dent or the President in March misled 
our Nation about reports of espionage. 

The Times further reported that, ‘‘In 
April of 1996, Energy Department offi-
cials briefed Mr. Berger on the case and 
how it related to China’s nuclear strat-
egy. Mr. Berger took no action and did 
not inform the President of the matter, 
White House officials have said.’’ That 
is what we believe. 

How is Mr. Berger still on the job, 
Mr. Speaker? There are many troubling 
issues involved in the suspected spy 
case emanating from the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, and I think one 
of the most troubling is that the sus-
pected Chinese American spy, Wen Ho 
Lee, was under investigation by the 
FBI back in 1997. They wanted to mon-
itor Lee’s telephone conversations and 
to access his computer, but the Justice 
Department denied this request. Why? 

This case may be the worst espionage 
committed against our Nation, and the 
Justice Department quickly denied our 
chief policing and policy and domestic 
counterintelligence agency the tools to 
conduct a proper investigation. Why? 

Intelligence officials privately state 
that a denial of such a request is ex-
tremely rare. It hardly ever happens. 
Why did it occur in this case, when the 
evidence indicated that efforts were 
under way to steal our most classified 
information about our most deadly nu-
clear weapons? 

What is even more shocking is that 
the FBI told Energy Department offi-

cials in April of 1997 that they could 
transfer Mr. Lee to a less sensitive job. 
What did these officials do? They, in-
stead, gave Mr. Lee the job of updating 
a computerized archives of nuclear se-
crets. Here we have a suspect possibly 
passing information about our most se-
cure weapons and the Energy Depart-
ment places him in charge of their 
computer upgrades. 

In addition, the Energy Department 
allows Mr. Lee to hire his own personal 
assistant. The person he happened to 
hire was a Chinese graduate student 
who has, since this story has broke, 
disappeared. 

The FBI has determined that in Feb-
ruary of this year Lee tried to delete 
evidence that he had improperly trans-
ferred more than 1,000 computer files 
containing nuclear secrets. 

Mr. Speaker, what is going on here? 
The Justice Department, the Energy 
Department, the administration all 
had this evidence. There have been no 
arrests, and the administration con-
tinues to drag its feet in the release of 
the Cox report. 

Have we allowed our judgment of 
China’s conduct to be clouded by our 
desire for trade with China? Have we 
allowed the White House to com-
promise the security of every man, 
woman and child in our Nation for the 
desire for more profits? I earnestly 
pray that this is not true. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit for the RECORD 
the recent AP story from Sunday enti-
tled Richardson Says China Stole Se-
crets on Clinton Watch.

[From Reuters, May 9, 1999] 

RICHARDSON: CHINA STOLE SECRETS ON 
CLINTON WATCH 

WASHINGTON—Energy Secretary Bill Rich-
ardson said Sunday the Chinese government 
had obtained nuclear secrets during the Clin-
ton presidency—something the administra-
tion had previously denied. 

Speaking on NBC television’s ‘‘Meet the 
Press’’ show, Richardson admitted security 
breaches had occurred during the Clinton 
presidency, despite denials by the president. 

‘‘There have been damaging security 
leaks,’’ Richardson said. ‘‘The Chinese have 
obtained damaging information . . . during 
past administrations and (the) present ad-
ministration.’’

In a March news conference, President 
Clinton denied the Chinese had secured nu-
clear secrets during his presidency. 

‘‘To the best of my knowledge, no one has 
said anything to me about any espionage 
which occurred by the Chinese against the 
labs, during my presidency,’’ Clinton said 
then, referring to allegations of security 
breaches at the Los Alamos National Lab-
oratory in New Mexico. 

But The New York Times reported a week 
ago that counter-intelligence officials had 
told the Clinton administration in November 
that China posed an ‘‘acute intelligence 
threat’’ to nuclear arms labs. 

The Times disclosed in March that a sci-
entist at Los Alamos, Wen Ho Lee, was sus-
pected of helping China obtain arms secrets. 
China has repeatedly denied the charges and 
the scientist last week rejected the accusa-
tions against him. 
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